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70 & © e the Tloncurable 10¹ um 2 f 
F "Tm" his Seſſion, for ſuch lating, 4 and e a8 | 
may enable them, not only to preſerve, and ſupport their 
Forts, and Settlements in a defen fe Condition, but to di- 
charge @ Debt of near 100, oo0 J. incurred on that Ace 
count, and having. . a. barb far 


requiſite for theſe #27 8. they beg n 
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I. The "Palical, as well das . Rollins: "| which 
em to entitle them 600 the Protedtion,' and Alliance 
of the Publich, A 


II. The Propri ety, and Ane of the scheme bye them 
propoſed. 1115 
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Whoever Wah de that the Spot of our eee 
Manufactures, and Revenues, and of our Naval Strength, 
and Influence, as a Maritime Power, principally depends 
upon the i of our American Plantations, 
That cr Colonies there cannot ſubl ſt without t Negroes, 
and hab theſe are t6-be had only from the Continent of 
Africa, muſt be convinced of the Importance of the African 
Trade to this Commercial N ation. C3 


\ Whoever.chnfigery how TY it is the Inte reſt. and co 
feqbently muſt be fuppoſed the Inclination,' and Endeavour 
of our jealous and induſtrious Neighbours to ſupplant us ; 
how groſsly our African Traders were inſulted before the 
Year. 167 29, ho artfylly they have been, fince undermined, 
and how boldf ncroadhed upon, Col ichAnding the, moſt 

05 European Treaties, and Conventions to the contrary ; 

and laſtly, how neceſſary it is to keep up the Awe, and Re- 
ſpe of the e N atives, by 2 Power, that.c can puniſh, 
or protect & ther "(ee the Jwpoſh bility of preſervingthis 
valuable Trade to Great: "Britain, DET the help of ſtrong 


Sa, 
and well garriſon d Forts in that diſtant 188 e 
„ e e e > oye 


Lay, ent trace the wege s ap! lp 21 can 
Trade from its Commencement, or Took. found and examine 
the ei of other Nations gnthls "portant Article, muſt 
mcl'ſ* 7 own, 


23 8 2* 


FE 


own, that the Company, whaſe Diſtreſſes (and we may ſay 
Duty) now oblige them to im plore the Parliament for Relief, 
have done no inconſiderable Service to their Country, and 
in ſome Degree deſerve the publick Countenance, and Pro- 

tection. 


The: * Portugueſe, who firſt diſcovered the Coaſt of Africa, 
1 many. they made, claim, and d enjoy the whole T 125 
of that Country. 


_ As, we had no Plantations in America before the Reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, and, conſequently no Occafion for Ne- 
groes, the Enghſh Trade to Africa was attempted by a 
few private Adventurers only, at the Riſque of Confiſcation, 


and, Impriſonment by the Portugueſe, till that wiſe Princeſs, 


in order to yindicate, and ſecure this riſing Branch of Traf- 
fick to her Subjects, thought proper to incorporate the 
Adventurers, with an excluſive Right of Trading on the 


Coaſt of Guinea, between the two Rivers of Gambia and 


Senegal, for a certain N of Years. VVV 
In the two merci l Reigns, 1 n the Uirps 
tion, in Proportion as our American Dominions increaſed, 
ſeveral Perſons were by publick Authority encouraged to 
Trade to other Parts of Africa, and to build a Fort at Cor man- 
tine on the Gold Coaſt, and one on the ſaid River Gambia 
on the North, which were the only Places of any Conſequence 


poſſeſſed. by the Enghb : in that Country at the Reſtoration. jc; 


But our Trade being, after the Expiration of Queen 
Eli e Charter, W cartied on oP e Rane 8 - 
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1 6 
divided, and fometimes 222 Intereſts, we found in che 
Dutch Wefi-India Company, a new, and mach mote Tor- 


midable ſet of Rivals, who having! in à very few Years diſk. 


pofſeſſed"the Prrragueſe of all their Forts, and Seitlentents 
on the Gold Coaſt, not only claimed, but by Means of their 
Superiority almoſt poſſeſſed the whole Trade of Africa, between 
855 Palmas, and Cape Types; inſomuch that at length the 


rown of England ſaw the Neceflity of again eſtabliſhing a 


Company, whoſe Yoiit-Stock might enable them to make a 
Stand, and a: a Share, at leaſt, of this valuable Trade. 


| Accordingly, in 1662, a New Company was formed, with 
all ſuch Privileges ' for their encouragement, ' as the 


Importance of the Trade, and the precarious Circumſtances 


of the Times ſeemed to deſerve, and require. The Dutch 
looked on this Eftabliſhment of an Engligſo Company with 
a Jealous Eye, and therefore left no Means untried to cruſh 
it in its Infancy, The Violences and Depredations they 
committed to that End, at laſt awakened the Reſentment of 
the Bri 2% Nation, and the 8 Heri, ngs of our African 
Company, became the Otrafion; at leaſt the Popular Pre- 
Fence of the War with Holland i in 2664. 


"This War, and the Treaty of Breda by which 5 it was con- 


cluded, were however ſo far from obtaining a ut ——_ 
on for the Engi Cbmpany, that quite exhauſted by a 


Variety of Expences, Loſſes, and Diſappointments, they de- 
fired to furrender ap their Charter, and agreed to Ow m 


Poffelonts, and Effects in {fries to a New Cunha. 


Alle prgeut Chmpany,' form'd out of the Ruins. of the 
amber I 16%, Were by Charter veſted with every Privis 
kape Which the Croum was then ſuppoſed able to grant, 

particularly 


N 


n 
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E. 
particularly with an exclzfve Right of Trade for 2000 Years; 
nothing leſs being ſufficient to induce them to ſo exper- 
foe, and precarious an Undertaking, as that of retrieving 
the African Trade from the low, and dangerous Condition 
to which it was chen reduced. 


ith cue, of this Royal « Grant; Fry in W Pep 
of their Truſt, the new Company employed their Joint- 
Stock to revive, improve, and ſecure the African Trade; and 
for this Purpoſe greatly enlarged Cape Coat Caſtle, built 
fix new Forts at Dixcove, Succundee, Commendu, Tantum- 
querry, Winnebah and Aceru, and rebullt a ſeventh at Au- 
namaboe, all on the Gold Coat ; (the moſt valuable Part of 
Africa, as from thence our Colonies are ſupplied ' with the 
beſt Negroes). they alſo pure haſed Frederic isburg (now Fort 
Royal) of the Danes, and new built a Fort at Whidah ; all 
which they effected at an incredible Expence, in purchaſing 
the Conſent, and Aſſiſtance of the Native Princes, and great 
Men, and in tranſporting Soldiers, Artificers, Stores, and: 
Materials from England; whereby they put the Tntereſt of 
his Kingdom on the Gold Coaft upon an equal Footing at 
leaft with that of the Dutch, and much as ae to that of, 
_ nenen 0 2 
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The Spree ie e in 1 © Thar 1697 
for Reaſons of Publick Good, thought proper to ſaſbend 
the ſaid excheſrve Right for a Time; but by Way of Equi- 
valent, and in order to enable the Company to ſupport their 
Forts, and Settlements {which the“ Legilsture then de- 
clared/ to be undoubtedly neceſſary fon the Preſer vatiun, and 
n WI n ly eee e. a Duty 1 
2 IQ. 
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Ibis Duty 2 — to hs A Be upon 1 0 9 bd. 
und of little Advantage to the Company, was [ſuffered to 
expire in the Year 1712, the Company neither attempting, or 
defirang . to avail. themſelves again of their excluſive Right, 
As it appeal ed. to be the. Senſe of Parliament on the one 
Hand, that the ſaid Trade ought to continue free, and open 


to all Britifh Subjects, and on the other, that the Company 


Were entitled to ſome Equivalent, OR ther did nat * 


would i 1 Proper: Time bet ien them. ! 
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_ 7 fach Rho, | 8 55 3 TN thought of 
nor; for many Years, was, there. any Provifon- whatſoever 


made. for enabling; the Company to bear the Expence of 


their Forts and Sęttlements; till at laſt their Inability to ſup- 
port that Expence any longer, drew the Attention of the 
Legiſlature, and pointed out the N eeeſſity, as well as. J. uſtice 
of the Fable 5 taking that Share Was Wemſelhar 121 * 
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The Company, 505 with. the 0 Gratitude: 
ledge the Favour of Parliament in the Year. 1730, and the 
many conſiderable Grants they have ſince receiv'd ; but 


humbly. beg leave to ſhew how far thoſe Publick Aids have 


fallen ſhort of anſwering the Services, for which: they were 
tia and, no doubts. en to be dee : 


* was / 1 1 
qq of yagqaio. 15 01 210 f 


a” 


if "They, 2 ings to "mp Foes in the an 45 PU upon A 
Wb; Examination by a Committee of the Honourable 
Houſe of Gommons,: (to whoſe Report they humbly Appeal) 
the Charges of maintaining the ſaid Forts and Settlements, 

altho 


L S 


altho not in ſo de efenfible a Condition as they ought to be, 


appeared to have amounted, one Year with another for Four- 
teen Vears then laſt paſt (excluſive of 70,000 J. expended 
in Commiſſions, c. to Agents, and Factors Abroad, and 
for Intereſt of Money, and other incident Charges of Ma- 
nagement at Home) to near 17, 000 J. per Aunum, and all 


together, to above 100,000 /. more than the Company had 


©... 


* wink: Time received from the 9 


0 "Had the Account been taken up Kill higher, viz, from 
the Fear 1697, [when the Company's exclu/ive Right was 
firſt ſuſpended, L it would have appeared that the Whole of 
their Expences (excluſive, as aforeſaid) had then exceeded. 
their PRO above 60, oo I. 


: This ma 1&rbe to explain . preſent Situation, and : ac 
count for 25 having not only exhanſted their T Tading Stock, A 


and great Part of their Profits, but. incurred a Debt of near 


10 0% 200 J. and will, tis hoped, in the equitable Opinion of 
Pat lis men t, entille the Shock holler and their Creditors, (whoſe. 
NET Portlet thus appear, to have been expended 1 in a 
national Seryice) to the : publick Compaſſion, and Relief. 
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The French, ia Dutch, juſtly ſenſible both of the Impor- 
tance, and publick Advantage of their Forts, and Settlements. 
in Africa, have not only veſted their reſpective Companies. 
with: ample Priviledges, but endowed them with very 
eonſiderable Allowances for defraying what they moſt juſtly 
deerm a national Expence, the Duich Company's Allowance 


amounting to norleſa than 1 ee of 000 Breneh: 
"y n 1¹ Sterling, * 2. 2 


1 the Petitioners are 5 inſcofble * the Exigencies, 


whichithe late, and former Wars have : brought non the: Pub. 


( @ 
lick, they would with to be relieved in ſuch Manner, at might 
be e burthenſome to the Country; CNA nd for this Ræa⸗ 
ſon it is, that they have preſurneſ to form abet, which 
they hope will not only effectualliy anſwer thb Purpoſe, 
but prove of real Advantage to the induſtrious Poor, and of 
CITE Benefit to the Pablicks" * 851 03 (SHOEI 38 3n5rn2vsh 
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bat ant ol ni v G00,001 3104; 02 591119903 
1 ras to explain, how this SchemermnaySe- of Service to 
the Poor, it is neceſſary to premiſe, that the moſt induſtrious 
and frugal of them are frequently obliges, for the catrying on 
their 7 rades, the” Support of their Colli, Or for neceſf: ry. 
Reliefin Cilſes of Sickneſs, or other Atkicente, to rails maſl 
Sums of Money, and that either by an abſolute Sale or tem- 
porary Pledge of their Goods, Cloaths, or Furniture; The 
latter of which Methods, . unleſs. i in deſperate. Caſes, ig -evi- 
dently the moſt Ad vantageous, as the Premiums upon Lanes 
(even at their preſent exorbitant Rates)” may by a-ſpeedy Re- 
demption be made to fall infinitely thort. of the of Whig 
generally attends : and' 7 —— Sal, © Reality 
2 thi e 85 e ly“ © 90 b 1 9 0 
ſtood by the Poor, has created a d Adinct Trade, v. t 19 
a Powilraber, who is, as juſtly as any other Trader, enti- 
tled to a reaſonable Prat fen his Money, Skill, andLabeur, 
thus employ ahn 1 L iioch 10 genf Wan ban o 
2202 9viſ>oqior lied bs Ge VIno Joo guet avi. ni 
"Has as DRY Profit ſtands: at pretebt unn and the 
Trade itfelf without any proper Mert, or Negalatium ; the 
dſboneſi are Hut too apt tu take: Advantage of che wece/frondy 
N and to extort fon therm enνσν leſd than ge Ahr 
ſometimes pol. per Cent. beſides encoutaging” Tbei oer, and 
1 Robbers, 7, affording them a ſafe, and eaſy Method of 


difpoſtig'of fob Goode Jon in Sn ads A 
N Hotaß nega 3dguo0id 916d rial] 2211701 bas l -:\U1foibs 


FR E 


te P6oryund which might be made ſo to the Publi 


1 
Hence ao almoſt univerfal Odium, and Dilgrace have falleh 
upon à Proſeſſſon, not only innocent in itſelf, but uſeful to 
lic! , aha 

therefore the Honeſt, and much the moſt eonſid crble'© Part 
of it are themſelves deſirous to obtain a Regulation, which 
by reſtraining thoſe exorbitant Profits, and indirect Prac- 
tices, ſhou'd render the Buſſneſs of e A5 9 1 
table as any other Dig 4. 


VIOU Wurd 13 37. 32 II 13 *. 25 W 21 va 


This Matter having, COP the Naas of the Pawns. 


Fob: themſelves] been ſeveral Times under the C onſidęration. 


of Pliliameut, it nas ppeated there upon Examination, that. 
76 Per Cent, Per Aumum, pon mall Sums, Was by no 
Means an adequate Compenfation for the Pawnbrokers Skill, 
Trouble, Warehouſe-Room, Servants Wages, and other 
incidental Charges; and on the other hand, 20 per Cent. 
ger. Ann; weab generally thought and even by ſome armong 
themſelves allowed; to be too much; How to adjuſt - this 


Difference; was the Difgculty; the Sums moſt fre- 


quently called. for hy the Poor: being ſo low as 2 5. 6d. 
and thofe. gencrally, burrdwed ud for ra Month, or 
leſs, and: there being no intermediate Species of Coin be- 
teen a Farthing (which upon, 25. 64, for a Month: 
is..after the . ol of 10 ßer Cent. per Annum) and an 


 Halfpanny aich upon that Sum and for that Time is 


after the Rae of PLE Een his Reaſon therefore the Bill 


9 90 5 20 1255 Cent. + e 7 Ty all | 
A 1 0 gt . 95 5 at, l Rats, of, 1 5 Per; 
end. her Nini. 1 e 
Hein TOI GT HZ 73 , 


+ But if it be 8 re ths higheſt I Loans 2 ” 
waysbe ſodivided,and reduced, astoentitle the Broker legally.to, 


N 2 take 


[#2 b 
take the :ghe Premium, it may without any great Biekch 
of. Charity be ſuppęſed. that fe would bei found to lend 
thei ir Money at dhe dent 51 and; beides bi the hour ero dart of 
Borromers, hoſs Oceaſints leur e, an q; Cf Riüe Secu? 
rity only for: very ſtuall Sums, would! never haveithe Benefit 
of afſaving, to which, hoſvever; the Naturen of their Cir- 


cumſtances give them t lejuſteſt Title. 25191 bon, 23911 
This Difficulty it was which ſugge ted the Mi how 
Propoled,. ig. of, allowing the OE to take — 


20 fer. Cent. her Annun, but Ui ſubſect to a Heducl ion 


a Sch Part thereaf 7 #4 1 ses, duch tee - 


fd, the Support of e Mens 0 IRE 
for the Benefit of. "all Brie/h 1 'raders, and the Payment of 


the Debts already contracted upon Thal Ade will be 


299001 

thought to he. bag dio ad o bag 3229 1t9 [S090 
Should che Company; !Byithis e 1 e 

| Load they labour under, and by ar new Subſcription berenas 
bled to proſecute a: Trade ſo particularly beneficial to the 
Mavizfaclures of this Kingdom thrymight, by the great 
Increaſe 20f . Employment for- Induſtrioubꝭ Hands ini Con- 
ſequence of that Trade, i much more thanc! repay! them the 
Tax propoſed; .a Tax which will ſecurè them againſt 
greater Exactions, and therefore cannot ſo!ptbperſ3s be faid 
to lie upon tbemias upanithe! Pawnbrokers Profs, hen re- 
duced to the list fn On 3 251 SE ag 1971; 


Nor will the Loneſt Pawnbroker” Fave Reaſon.t to complain 
of a Tax, which tends to ſecure his Property, with.: a legal, 
and therefore! conſtientious Profit of. 16 pet + Cent. and which A 
by ſuppreſſing the d/boneft (no inconliderable Nymber) » will 
a Agra bis Trade, and give Credit to the Profeſſion, 
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By a new Subſcription, the Management of the C ompany 
will naturally fall into rer Hands, to whom the preſent 
Directors moſt heartily with! as 18060 Intentions and En- 
deavours as theirs have been, but attended with better Suc- 


ceſs, and Approbation, and with lefs Diſadvantage to their. 


Pf ate Fa 271 al OS. 1. (C 
Should any of the private Traders object to the ſaid Forts, 
and Caſtles being either continued in the preſent Company, 
or transferr'd to any other veſted with a Joint Stock, on Ac- 
count of the ſuppoſed Advantages in Trade attending ſuch 

let the „„ judge whether they have any juſt 
I — Advantages, ſo long as they not 
only eftfoy a e an Vn Trade, but receive all necefhary 
Protection, and Relief "te the ſaid Forts, and Caſtles, with- 


ont being burthened wit any Part of the Expence of thai 


Aaln-. . 
taining them. The #bl:c& Good on the eontrary; abſdlute- 
ly requires, firſt, that the ſaid Ports; and-Caſtles ſhould be 
preſerv'd, which cannot be done fo conſiſtently with the 
Nature of Trade{(which,they,are.interided to protect) as un · 
der the Direction of a Nading Company; Andi2dly;:r that 
our Tra flick ſhoulfl be carry d as fur as poſſible into the Nich, 
and populous: inland Parts of Africa, which can be effected 
only by ſuch a Company veſted with Jufficient Means. 


Upon the whole, the preſent Company having receiv'd no 
20 more than 10/0 7 fincethe Year 1744, and their Forts 
and Settlements being, thro' their Inability to ſupport © 

9 in Danger of falling a Prey to Foreign Nations, 


and the late Peace having increaſed that Danger, 
dey have thought it incuppbent on them tb lay their . 
Cafe before the Publick, and to ſuggeſt the beſt Means,” % 
that have occured to them, for doing Juſtice to their 
Creditors, and for improving, and ſecuring the African 


Trade to Great Britain, 
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That in the City of Lon Londin, the Lord Mayor; and cure of 
Amme and in albother Cities Boro Shs and was Crs 
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III. That the e ee We of: | 5555 gin 301 
per Cent. now taken by ſundry Pawnbrokers, be reduced to 
20 l. per Cent. per Annuni, as follows, . for every Loan 
of two Shillings and Sixpence, or under, one Halfpenn for 
every Calendar Month, and no more; For {every Loan uf 
mor than the Sum of TwoBhillings and Sixpence; and not 
exceeding the Sum of five Shillings, one Penny per 
Month, and no more; and ſo in that Proportion for 
every Loan vpon a Pledge, not 0 the Sum of Toenty 
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IV. That out of the ſaid Premiums ſo to be reduced, 
one fifth Part thereof be anſwered, and paid by the faid 
licenſed Pawnbrokers, to the Royal African Company of 
England, without any Abatement, or Deduction whatſoever, 
and that they for their Care, Time, Skill, Labour, Servants 
Wages, and all other Expences, be allowed to retain the 
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obliged to enter the *negeli Articles of every Pledge, 
beſides giving a Ns e br Memarg dom to the Pledger, for 
every Loan of Twenty Shillngs, anff upwards. And, 
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That the faid Company or their Agents be alſo im- 
powered, from time to time, to inſpect the Pawn- 
brokers Books, in order only to examine their Loans, and 
Premiums, and to take Copies, or Extracts of any Parts of 
the 
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future; and that Pawnbrokers on Default af Re 
be impowered to diſpoſe of their Pledges, and be made an- 
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preſent Stock' of Pledges, and ſuch as ſhall be taken for | the 


ſwerable for the Surplus, if any, to the Pledgets. 
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VII. That the Company do annually Account to 
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